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I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that
you, being rooted and established in love,...

Ephesians 3:16-17

Evelyn Underhill in The Spiritual Life puts it this way: “For a spiritual life is simply a life in
which all we do comes from the center, where we are anchored in God...”

Consider the power and awe inspired by watching the mighty Mississippi River. The
sound and flow of the river fills us with a sense of peace and joy. Amidst the peace and
joy, however, exists a powerful current that must be taken seriously. Imagine being on
the river and losing an oar -- and then having an engine that won't start! Looking
around, you discover you are without an anchor -- drifting rapidly downstream with the
current.

In Ephesians 3, Paul speaks of being rooted and grounded; Evelyn Underhill speaks of
being anchored in God. True stewardship begins with the realization that we are called
to live our lives being rooted, grounded and anchored in the love of God. How many of
us spend most of our lives being swept away by the currents of life, the demands of our
jobs, family, education and even church responsibilities? We search in vain for a rope
and anchor. We think if only: if only | could make more money, if only | could save more
money, if only we had a bigger home, a better car or a faster computer. And still we find
ourselves swept downstream. True stewardship begins with a life that is rooted,
grounded and anchored in God’s love.




Questions to Consider

Do | have an anchor in my life?

Do | find myself being swept away by the demands of society and culture?

What are some practical ways | can begin to be grounded, rooted, and anchored in
Christ?

Oh Lord, | confess that | often find myself being swept along by the currents of
life. | put my faith and hope in power, people, and possessions. Forgive me.
Help me to turn to You during this campaign that my life would be rooted,
grounded and anchored in You and Your wonderful love. In the name of Christ,
Amen.
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For God so loved the world that he gave....
John 3:16

The candles cast a beautiful glow about the sanctuary; the choir raised their voices in a
magnificent song of praise to honor the birth of the Savior. Yet, in the midst of such
beauty and pageantry, tears slowly rolled down his cheeks. David had just returned from
his third mission trip to Russia and all he could imagine was the children he had visited
in the orphanages; children who would not hear the story of the babe lying in a manger,
children who would receive no gifts, no candy, and no Christmas meal.

For God so loved the world that he gave...

The greatest gift the world has ever received was given for one reason and one reason
alone -- love. It was a love so strong and powerful that God gave God'’s only son. Our
stewardship emphasis is not about bricks, buildings or budgets. Ultimately, we are about
love; a love that desires to reach out and bring people into the family of God. A love so
strong, so powerful that we want to give and give and give some more; not from
obligation or guilt but from heartfelt desire that people would come to know the
wonderful and saving love of God through Christ.

For God so loved the world that he gave...

We don’t need to travel to rural Russia to find those in need. How many
children and young people in your own community will not hear the Good
News, will never grow up knowing the joy that comes from being a part of
God’s family? How many families in your own congregation desperately need
to hear the good news of God’s love in the midst of divorce, death, sickness
or unemployment? How many elderly people need to know God still loves
them? Think for a moment of co-workers, family members and friends who
desperately need what the church has to offer -- love.

For God so loved the world that he gave...Will you?




Questions to Consider

Why do | give?

Does my gift adequately reflect God’s love for me and others?

Who do | personally know who needs to know the love of God through Christ?

Prayer

Loving and Giving God, thank You for loving the world so much that You gave up Your
only son that | might live. Help me, Oh God, to give like You. Help me to give with a
generous and loving heart. Open my eyes to a world that stands in desperate need of
Your wondrous love in Christ. | pray in God’s name, Amen.
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For God so loved the world that he gave...
John 3:16

His name is Andre, Director of the orphanage in Kaigorodok, a small rural village
approximately 600 miles northeast of Moscow. In 1996, Andre and his children were
desperate with little hope of help for the barest of necessities, even food.

Through the generosity of God’s people in the church, Andre was able to provide for the
children's basic needs and see them through the cold Russian winter. The following
year, members of the church that provided financial support visited Andre and his
children -- finding them better fed, healthier, and happier. Andre was smiling from ear
to ear. The children performed skits, sang songs and treated them to a wonderful feast:
the reason, gratitude. Andre and the children were genuinely thankful and out of
gratitude they wanted to, perhaps even had to, give.

After working in rural Tennessee with his youth group, a 16-year-old boy experienced
this same type of response from an elderly woman for whom his group had been
working. Even though she could afford very little, she had been deeply touched by the
work that had been done for her and wanted to give something in return. The woman
went to the dollar store and purchased socks for each of the kids. Normally the 16- year-
old would have scoffed at such a gift, but he knew this gift was given with profound
gratitude and was a real sacrifice.

For God so loved the world that he gave...

Generous and sacrificial giving begins with gratitude; gratitude for what God has
done through the gift of God’s son Jesus Christ; gratitude for what God has done
for us through the family of God we know as our church. For those who make
incredible, truly sacrificial gifts, it is an expression of their deep gratitude for
what God has done for them through their local church -- the family of God.




Questions to Consider

Do | recognize the blessings that God has poured forth on my family and me?

How has God blessed me through the people in my local church?

Does my gift recognize the extent of God’s blessings in my life; is it generous and
sacrificial?

Is my gift grounded in gratitude?




too numerous to even count. Forgive me for not being always grateful. Forgive me for
focusing on what | don’t have instead of all You have given me. Fill my heart with
gratitude and show me how I can give with generosity and sacrifice. In the name of
Christ, Amen.
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And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given
the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.

2 Corinthians 8:1-2

Artyom is a ten-year-old Russian orphan. When the church group visited Artyom, for
some reason, latched onto Scott. He took Scott by the arm and led him through the
orphanage showing off his room and the place he ate meals. All the while Artyom's eyes
were filled with joy and laughter. In spite of the fact that Scott spoke little Russian and
Artyom spoke no English, the two connected. As the church group prepared to depart,
Artyom sat beside Scott, pulled a silver ring from his finger and held it out for Scott to
take. Scott eyes filled with tears and he spoke the only Russian word he knew -- nyet,
nyet -- no, no. This child, who had nothing in the world to call his own except this ring,
desperately wanted to give this ring to Scott. For Artyom, his abundant joy and extreme
poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity. Like the Macedonians, Artyom
desperately wanted to give.

What do we want? For many of us who have so much, we want more. And truth be told,
it’s never enough. What would happen if, by God’s grace, our desire to gain more and
have more could be transformed into a heart-felt desire to give more? What would
happen if we spent as much time figuring out ways to give as we spend figuring out how
to earn, have and keep?




Questions to Consider

Who has taught you about generosity?

Can you recall a time when someone who could least afford it gave you a generous gift?
What was it like? How did you respond? Did it affect you in any way?

Can you recall a time when you were particularly generous? What was it like? What did
you learn? How has it impacted your life?

Oh God, thank You for the examples of generosity You have sent into our lives.

Prayer

Forgive us Lord for being more concerned with how much we can earn, have
and keep, instead of how much we can give. Open our hearts, Oh God, to the
joy of generosity, Amen.

PS. Yes, Artyom finally convinced Scott to take the ring. He wears it as a vivid
and real reminder of what it means to truly give.
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For | testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this
service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves
first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.

2 Corinthians 8:3-5

It simply makes no sense. The Macedonian Christians, in the midst of their own poverty,
in the midst of their own struggles, begging earnestly for the joyous privilege of GIVING.
IT MAKES NO SENSE. How could this happen? The answer is amazingly simple. They gave
themselves first to God and then to others.

Her name was Michelle. As she considered her gift to the church campaign, she became
increasingly upset. She desperately wanted to make a significant gift, but because of her
life situation she thought it impossible. She was faced with medical bills for a child,
college tuition for another child, and a 35% pay cut for her husband. Like the
Macedonians, Michelle wanted to give. Her pastor listened to Michelle's frustration and
suggested that she be open to what God may want, and in fact, what God may do. He
suggested that she simply pray. Reluctantly, she agreed. As she gave herself to God in
prayer, something happened. She became aware of ways she could give and give with
generosity. It wasn’t easy. It wasn’t magic. It required prayer, faith, and trust. When
Michelle arrived at the church on Commitment Sunday, her face radiated joy and peace.
She gave herself first to God and then to others.

In every campaign the goal is the same, that each of us would give ourselves first to the
Lord and then to others. If we truly give ourselves to God and then to others, we will
raise all the money we will ever need. And far more importantly, lives and hearts -- like
Michelle’s -- will be forever changed and transformed.




Questions to Consider

Have | truly asked for God’s guidance in giving?

Am | open to what God would have me do?

What might prevent me from being open and obedient to what God wants from me?

Oh God, | am frightened to think about coming to You for guidance. I’m not sure |
want to hear what You have to say. Forgive me. Help me to lay aside all of the
reasons and fears and help me to turn to You in faith and trust. Help me, Oh God,
to be open to whatever You would have me do. Fill my heart with the Macedonian
spirit of generosity. Through Christ my Lord, Amen.
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So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not
cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— even as | try to
please everyone in every way. For | am not seeking my own good but the good of many,
so that they may be saved.

1 Corinthians 10:31-33

In a wonderful devotional classic, God Calling, the two anonymous authors write on
March 16 of the Christian’s calling to reflect God to the world and to make God real in
the world. Think of those phrases for a moment. Reflect God, and make God real in the
world. Another way of saying, as Paul does do everything to the glory of God...not
seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they may be saved. Do | reflect
God to the world in all that | do? Do | make God real in all that | do? Do | work that
others may come to the saving knowledge of Christ or do | spend most of my time
seeking my own advantage?

If | take the time to ask these questions, if | take the time to examine my life, | may not
be pleased with the answers. The truth is most of my time is spent in seeking my own
advantage. If | look at my checkbook or budget, | am confronted with the same
guestions. What do my spending patterns reflect? What do they make real? To whose
advantage am | working? The answer is almost always the same, my family and me.

One of the benefits of a stewardship campaign is that it helps us re- prioritize our lives
according to God’s plan and not simply according to our own wants and desires. A
young family had been saving for years to remodel their home and make it exactly
what they had always wanted. As part of a stewardship campaign they began
praying about what God wanted and not what they wanted. They looked at the
project, they looked at their church, and they prayed with an open heart. They
wanted to reflect to the world the love and grace of God. They wanted to make
God’s love real to their community. They intentionally decided to put their
remodeling money to work for the advantage of others and not themselves. The
process was not easy, the answers were not always clear, but as they told their
story, their faces radiated joy and peace. Their house had not been remodeled, but
their hearts and lives had been.




Questions to Consider

What does my life reflect?

Am | willing to honestly and openly seek God’s will for my life -- even my finances?

How can | reprioritize my life in order to better reflect God and God’s love?

Prayer

Dear God, | confess that | do not always reflect You and Your love. | confess
that much of my time is spent in seeking my own advantage. Give me the
courage, Oh God, to seek Your will for my heart, my life and even my
finances. In all that | do and say, help me to reflect You and Your love. | pray
through Christ my Lord, Amen.
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... “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!...”
Mark 10:24

Perhaps the saddest story in Scripture is of the rich young man who quietly and sadly
turns away from Jesus when asked to sell what he has and give it to the poor. In his
explanation to the disciples of this difficult teaching, Jesus indicates that the
fundamental question is one of trust. In whom or what do we place our trust?

From our earliest days most of us are taught to make it on our own, to depend on no

one but ourselves. We are continually reminded to value our independence. And yet

God appears to call us to a radical DEPENDENCE on God as the ultimate source of life

and blessing. Who do we trust for our happiness? For many of us the answer is rather
simple and obvious. We trust in ourselves and our ability to take care of ourselves.

In God Calling, the authors write: | am your Lord, your supply. You must rely on Me. Trust
to the uttermost limit. Trust and do not be afraid. You must depend on Divine Power
only. In the midst of making your decision on giving, you are asked to prayerfully
consider not only the question of sacrifice, but also the questions of faith and trust.
Does the gift you are considering demonstrate that ultimate faith and trust rests in God
and not in the accumulation of wealth and possessions?

The Williamsons were already committed to giving to their church. They were
comfortable and felt good about their tithing. As they prayed and waited on God, they felt
called to increase their tithe, to go up to the next step of giving. They said yes and made
the commitment. THEN, this couple saw their stocks crash and they faced the difficult
qguestion of what to do about their commitment. Most of us would be shaken and afraid
to see our commitment through. But the Williamsons were people who had ultimate faith
and trustin

God. They simply said, "Because of what God has done for us, because of

God'’s blessings we will trust and have faith that we will be able to keep the

commitment God led us to make."

... “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!...”




Questions to Consider

As you look at our life, where do you truly place trust?

If you were the rich young man, how would you respond to Jesus?

Does the gift you are considering represent faith and trust in God and not in ability to
accumulate wealth and possessions?

Prayer

Lord, | confess that Your question to the rich young man deeply troubles me. |
speak of trust and faith in You but often find myself living as if | only trust in
myself, my abilities, my wealth and my possessions. Teach me Lord. Teach me to
trust truly in You and Your love. Show me the gift You would have me make, a
gift of sacrifice and faith, Amen.



